V. RELIG OQUS ACTIVITIES 31 CFR § 515. 566

You may request a specific license authorizing transactions incident
to religious activities in Cuba engaged in by (1) a qualified U S.
religious organization (and its nenbers and enpl oyees), or (2) an

i ndi vidual or group of individuals. Religious activities that are
consistent wwth U S. foreign policy include, but are not limted to,
attendance at religious services as well as activities that
contribute to the devel opnent of a Cuban counterpart’s religious or
institutional devel opnment such as: mnisterial training, education,
or licensing; religious school devel opnent; youth outreach; training
in or the conducting of marriage sem nars; construction of places of
worship or other facilities for full-time use by a Cuban
counterpart; production and distribution of religious materi als;
assistance in holding religious services; religious preaching or
teaching; and training or assistance in church adm nistration.

1. Application criteria for specific licenses for religious
activities by religious organizations — 31 CFR § 515. 566(a)

If you wish to apply on behalf of a religious organization, you nust
provide the followng information in a letter to OFAC

1. lIdentify your organi zation. Provide the nane and address of
your religious organization. Include the nane and phone nunber
of the institutional contact responsible for the application
and for ensuring conpliance with the terns of the |license once
i ssued.

2. Provide a certification of your organi zation’ s status.
Certify by witten statenment that your organization:

(a) is a tax exenpt organi zati on under the Internal Revenue
Code that is organized and operated exclusively for religious
pur poses;

(b) has an established congregati on served by an organi zed
mnistry;

(c) provides regular religious services;
(d) provides for religious education of the young;
(e) dissemnates a formal religious doctrine; and

(f) has a nenbership not associated with any other
denom nati on.

I f you cannot certify to all of the above, you may provide a
copy of an IRS determ nation that your organization qualifies
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as a “church” under the Internal Revenue Code — 26 USC
508(c) (1) (A).

3. ldentify the category of travel. State your request for a
specific license pursuant to 8 515.566(a) of the Regul ations
aut hori zing individuals and groups affiliated in a fornal
significant way with your religious organization to engage in
transactions directly incident to a full-time program of
religious activities in Cuba under the auspices of your
religious organization. The term*“affiliated” neans

i ndividuals that are enpl oyees or nenbers of your religious
organi zation. Individuals who are not otherwi se affiliated
wi th your religious organization and whose participation in
religious activities in Cuba is solicited by your religious
organi zation do not qualify as “affiliated.”

4. List and provide exanples of activities. Provide a list of
the types of activities to be engaged in by individuals and
groups travel i ng under the auspices of your religious

organi zation. Also provide a few detail ed exanpl es of those
activities. OFAC does not normally consider nerely “visiting”
a religious group in Cuba to be an activity that qualifies for
a religious travel license.

5. Provide additional certifications. Certify by witten
statenent the foll ow ng:

(a) your religious organization's license will not be used
for the purpose of travel that is primarily touristic in nature
or for travel that is not for genuine religious purposes;

(b) the proposed travel will be supervised by an official
of your religious organization. Failure to properly oversee
the use of a license is the basis for suspension and/or
revocation of the |license; and

(c) all persons traveling to Cuba pursuant to the license
wll engage in a “full-tinme schedule of religious activities in
Cuba.”

6. Extensions & renewals. Wen applying for an extension or
renewal of a license, be sure to reference the |icense nunber
in your application and include the foll ow ng:

(a) an expl anation of why an extension or renewal is
necessary;

(b) a detailed report setting forth a record of al
activities undertaken pursuant to the original license or, if
the original |license was renewed, the nost recent renewal; and
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(c) a conplete copy of the license and all |icense
anendnents and renewal s.

7. Sign your application. The representative submtting the
application on behalf of your religious organization nmust sign
the application and certify that he or she is submtting the
application on behalf of your religious organization. The
signature serves as a certification that the statenents in the
application are true and accurate.

Note: Organizations that do not neet the criteria under

8§ 515.566(a) may submt applications nam ng specific individuals
pursuant to 8 515.566(b). (See: Application criteria for specific
licenses for individual religious travel — 31 CFR § 515.566(b)).

| f your religious organization is proposing to engage in a

humani tarian project or in the delivery of donated goods as part of
or in addition to its religious activities, authorization for
travel -rel ated transactions with respect to such activities nust be
requested and aut horized under the application criteria set forth
with regard to humanitarian projects or acconpani ed delivery of
donat ed goods described in § 515.575 or 8§ 515.533(e), respectively.
(See: Application Guidelines, VIII. HUVANI TARI AN PRQOOECTS — 31 CFR
515. 575 and XI. TRAVEL RELATED TO LI CENSED EXPORTATI ONS: 1.
Exportations |icensed by the U S. Departnent of Coomerce — 31 CFR
515.533(e)). Such additional authorization may be included in the
sane |icense issued pursuant to this section or in anendnents
thereto. For questions related to the |icensing requirenments for

t he exportation of commodities and humanitarian goods fromthe
United States to Cuba, please contact the U S. Departnent of
Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security at (202) 482-4811.

Fi nanci al donations or other funds transfers incident to religious
activities require separate authorization under 8 515.570(d) (1) of

t he Regul ations. (See: Appendi x 2, REM TTANCES BY PERSONS SUBJECT TO
U.S. JURI SDI CTI ON TO | NDEPENDENT NON- GOVERNVENTAL ENTI TI ES | N CUBA
31 CFR § 515.570(d)(1)).

Exanpl es:

Li censabl e

Exanple 1: A religious organi zation seeks a license for its nenbers
to travel to Cuba to assist in restoring a church building and attend
services there.

Exanpl e 2: A religious organi zation seeks to have its nenbers teach

inits Cuban counterpart’s religious school and to transfer funds to
its Cuban counterpart. The religious organization may receive a two-
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year license under this section at this tinme, and separate

aut hori zati on pursuant to 8 515.570(d) (1) to transfer the funds to
its counterpart. |If the religious organization seeks to transfer
additional funds in the future, it should seek an anendnent to its
funds transfer |license for additional transfers. (See: Appendix 2,
REM TTANCES BY PERSONS SUBJECT TO U.S. JURI SDI CTI ON TO | NDEPENDENT
NON- GOVERNVENTAL ENTITIES I N CUBA 31 CFR

§ 515.570(d)(1)).

Not Li censabl e

Exanpl e 1: An organi zation that specializes in organizing “heritage
tours” for persons of a particular denom nation applies for a
specific license to take interested practitioners of that faith on a
trip to Cuba to visit historical sites and nmuseuns as well as
exi sting comunities of that denomi nation in Cuba. The organization
at issue is not a religious organization for purposes of this
section. Although religious activities may extend to pilgrinages to
religious sites, they do not enconpass such “heritage tours.”

Exanple 2: A group that seeks to pronote interfaith understandi ng
applies for a license to take an interdenom national group to Cuba to
participate in religious activities ranging fromCatholic mass to
Santeria. This group is not a religious organization for purposes of
this section.

2. Application criteria for specific |icenses for religious
activities by individuals — 31 CFR § 515. 566(h)

| f you are not applying on behalf of an organization that qualifies
for a license under 8 515.566(a), you nust provide the follow ng
information in a letter to OFAC

1. ldentify all proposed travelers. Furnish the nanme(s),
address(es), and daytime phone nunber(s) of each applicant
seeking to engage in travel-related transactions in Cuba under
the |icense.

2. ldentify your organi zation (organizations only). |[|f you

are applying on behalf of a religious organization that does

not qualify under the criteria set forth in 8 515.566(a), you
nmust :

(a) provide the nane of your religious organization;

(b) describe your religious organization (what type of
organi zation is it and what are its goal s/objectives. |If
avai l abl e, provide a copy of its mssion statenent, brochure,
or other literature describing typical activities it
undert akes.);
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(c) describe prior overseas and donestic religious
activities engaged in by your religious organization;

(d) provide the nanme of the Cuban counterpart religious
organi zation, if any, wth which your religious organization
wll work in Cuba.

3. ldentify the category of travel. State your request for a
specific license under 8 515.566(b) of the Regul ations,
authorizing individuals to engage in transactions directly
incident to religious activities in Cuba.

4. List and provide exanples of activities (organi zations
only). Provide a list of the types of activities to be engaged
in by the individuals identified in your answer to 1. above.

Al so provide a few specific, detail ed exanpl es of those
activities.

5. Describe the proposed activities and the duration of the
proposed travel (individual applicants only). Describe in
detail all activities to be engaged in by the individuals
identified in your answer to 1. above. Describe prior
experiences or involvenent, if any, of those individuals in
simlar activities. Set forth the proposed dates and duration
of the trip. Explain why that anount of tine is needed. |If
mul tiple trips are proposed, indicate the dates and duration of
each trip and explain why nultiple trips are necessary.

6. Provide a certification of a full-tine schedule. Certify
by witten statenent that the proposed religious activities
W ll constitute a “full-time schedule of religious activities
that could not be conpleted in a shorter period of tine.”

7. Extensions & renewals. Wen applying for an extension or
renewal of a license, be sure to reference the |icense nunber
in your application and include the follow ng:

(a) an expl anation of why an extension or renewal is
necessary;

(b) a detailed report setting forth a record of al

activities undertaken pursuant to the original license or, if
the original |license was renewed, the nost recent renewal; and
(c) a conplete copy of the license and all |icense

anendnent s and renewal s.

8. Sign your letter. Your signature is your certification
that the statements in your application are true and accurate.
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Note: If you are affiliated with a religious organi zation, you

m ght check with the appropriate official of the organization as to
whet her it holds a valid specific license pursuant to 8 515.566(a)
of the Regul ations under which your transactions nay already be

aut hori zed or whether that organization m ght wish to apply for such
a license. This would avoid the need to apply for your own specific
license. Persons traveling under any specific |license issued
pursuant to 8 515.566 nust conply with the condition that authorized
travel ers engage in a full-time programof religious activities.

Persons seeking a specific license to engage in a humanitarian
project or in the delivery of donated goods as part of or in
addition to their religious activities nust request and receive

aut hori zation for travel-related transactions with respect to such
activities under separate application criteria set forth wth regard
to humani tarian projects or acconpani ed delivery of donated goods in
§ 515.575 or 8§ 515.533(e), respectively. (See: Application
Guidelines, VIIl. HUVANI TARI AN PROJECTS — 31 CFR 515.575 and Xl
TRAVEL RELATED TO LI CENSED EXPORTATI ONS: 1. Exportations |icensed by
the U S. Departnment of Commerce — 31 CFR 515.533(e)). Such

addi tional authorization nmay be included in the sane |icense issued
pursuant to this section or in anmendnents thereto. For questions
related to the licensing requirenents for the exportation of
comodities and humanitarian goods fromthe United States to Cuba,

pl ease contact the U S. Departnent of Commerce’s Bureau of I|ndustry
and Security at (202) 482-4811

Fi nanci al donations or other funds transfers incident to religious
activities require separate authorization under 8 515.570(d) (1) of

t he Regul ations. Such additional authorization may be included in
the sanme license issued pursuant to this section or in anendnents
thereto. (See: Appendix 2, REM TTANCES BY PERSONS SUBJECT TO U. S.
JURI SDI CTI ON TO | NDEPENDENT NON- GOVERNMVENTAL ENTI TIES I N CUBA 31 CFR
8§ 515.570(d)(1)).

Exanpl es:

Li censabl e

Exanple 1: A U S. mnistry seeks authorization to permt
specifically naned individuals of the mnistry to engage in religious
activities in Cuba for the purpose of attending worship services and
eccl esi astical cerenonies, nmeeting with congregations to encourage
support and growth in the church, and providing consultation and

assi stance for future church construction. A specific license wll
be granted to the mnistry for a two-year period permtting multiple
trips by the naned individuals.

Exanple 2: A U S. bible college wshes to send a group of pastors to

Cuba to train Cuban pastors and church |eaders. In addition, the
individuals will visit churches to m nister and provide
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encouragenent. As in the previous exanple, the bible college has
provided a specific list of individuals needed to acconplish their
m ssion. A specific license will be granted to the bible college for
a two-year period and permt multiple trips by the naned individuals.

Exanpl e 3: An evangelist seeks to travel to Cuba to give a sernon to
a congregation of a certain denomnation in Cuba. The travel is
limted to the time necessary to constitute a full-time schedule to
participate in the service and neet with the congregation

Exanmple 4: A mnister has been invited to teach full-tinme at a
sem nary in Cuba during the com ng year

Not Li censabl e

Exanple 1: An organization that offers weekend faith retreats and
pilgrimages to devel oping countries for the purpose of understanding
others’ religious and cultural values w shes to send individuals,
solicited via the internet, to Cuba.

Exanmpl e 2: A nedical fellowship requests a |license to send a group
of healthcare professionals to Cuba to provide nedical services to
menbers of a Cuban congregation. Licenses issued under this section
pertain solely to engaging in religious activities and do not
normal | y authorize the provision of nedical services. Persons
interested in providing nedical or other humanitarian services in
Cuba should review VI11. HUVANI TARI AN PRQJECTS — 31 CFR § 515.575 of
these Application CGuidelines.

Exanmple 3: A couple living on their sailboat seeks to travel to Cuba
and live on their boat for an undefined period of tine in order to
hand out Bi bl es and preach the gospel to whoever will listen. Absent
a record of simlar prior experience and a defined full-tine schedul e
of religious activities over a specified period of tine, this
activity does not qualify for a specific |icense.

Exanmpl e 4: An individual seeks to travel to Cuba to participate in
services one day a week over a period of several weeks. This does
not qualify as a full-tinme schedule of religious activities.

Mai | ing Address: Applications for specific |icenses under this
category should be submtted to:

Li censi ng Divi sion

O fice of Foreign Assets Contro
U S. Departnent of the Treasury
1500 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, N W
Second Fl oor Annex

Washi ngton, D.C. 20220

Tel . 202/ 622-2480

I nternet website at www. treas. gov/ofac (Sanctions Progranms & Country
Summari es — Cuba, Guidelines and | nformation)
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Text of Regulatory Provision for § 515. 566:

§ 515.566 Religious activitiesin Cuba.

(a) Specific licensefor U.S. religious organizations -- (1) I ssuance; renewal. A specific license may be issued
to areligious organization located in the United States authorizing the organization and individuals and
groups affiliated with the organization to engage, under the auspices of the organization, in religious
activitiesinvolving transactions (including travel-related transactions) in which Cuba or a Cuban
national has an interest. The application for the specific license must set forth examples of religious
activities to be undertaken in Cuba. Thereligious organization's specific license may be renewed after a
period of two yearsto authorize the organization and individuals and groups affiliated with the
organization to continue to engage in the transactions authorized under the organization's license.

(2) Scope of transactions authorized under U.S. religious organization's specific license; documentation.
Upon receipt by the religious organization located in the United States of a specific license pursuant to
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, the organization and individuals or groups affiliated with the
organization are authorized to engage in the travel-related transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such
additional transactions as are directly incident to religious activitiesin Cuba under the auspices of the
organization. Travel-related transactions pursuant to this authorization must be for the purpose of
engaging, whilein Cuba, in a full-time program of religious activities. Financial and material donationsto
Cuba or Cuban nationals are not authorized by this paragraph (a)(2). All individuals who engage in
transactions in which Cuba or Cuban nationals have an interest (including travel-related transactions)
pursuant to this paragraph (a)(2) must carry with them a letter from the specifically-licensed U.S.
religious organization, citing the number of the organization's specific license and confirming that they
are affiliated with the organization and are traveling to Cubato engage in religious activities under the
auspices of the organization.

Noteto paragraph (a): See 88 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable recor dkeeping and
reporting requirements. Exportation of itemsto be used in Cuba may require separate licensing by the
Department of Commer ce.

(b) Specific licenses. Specific licenses may beissued on a case-by-case basis authorizing the travel-related
transactions set forth in 8§ 515.560(c) and other transactionsthat are directly incident to religious
activities not covered by a specific license issued pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section toa U.S.
religious or ganization. Specific licenses may beissued pursuant to this section authorizing transactions
for multipletripsover an extended period of time to engage in a full-time program of religious activities
in Cuba.
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