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Education in Cuba – Summer 2010

Calling all teachers & education professors 

Learn about Cuban education firsthand

Dates: August 8 to August 15 – Havana and Pinar del Rio
Cost:
$1975 in double occupancy; $2200 in single

Includes:
Airfare from Miami or Cancun; first class hotel with swimming pool; transportation by airconditioned bus; breakfast daily; 4 lunches and 2 special dinners, evening at Tropicana Nightclub; English speaking guide; medical/evacuation insurance.

CEUs:  This is a research trip, including conferences and interviews with experts in Cuban education and site visits.  

Participants will receive a certificate of participation.  Check with your institution to see if you can receive Continuing Education Units for your participation.  

Qualifying for the trip:  All travel to Cuba is regulated by the U.S. government which has an embargo of the Island.  In exception to the embargo, full time professionals may travel to Cuba for full time research of an academic nature with a likelihood of dissemination.  Full time professionals for this trip would include teachers, curriculum specialists, school administrators, professors of education and all others for whom research on education in Cuba would find practical application in their professional field.  
Program:  Both programs will cover the full range of education in Cuba, as well as an overview of daily Cuban life and a sampling of Cuba’s cultural life and history.  
Preliminary Itinerary
August 8

Sunday

9:00 am.
Check in to Miami International Airport. 

1:00 pm. 
Depart Arrive Jose Martí International Airport, arriving at about 2:00 pm. Check in at the Hotel and 
welcome cocktail.  Introductory briefing by the tour leader and an official from the Ministry of Education. 

7:30 pm. 
Dinner at ¨12 Apostoles¨ Restaurant, followed by the 9:00 pm ¨Ceremonia del Cañonazo¨ (for 

best viewing, take a cocktail up onto the ramparts overlooking the ceremony).  
August 9

Monday

7-8 am. Breakfast at the hotel

10-11am. Specialist presentation ¨Education in Cuba pre and post Revolution¨ by a specialist of the Ministry of Education.

12:30 pm.  Meet over lunch at “Casa de la Amistad” with representatives of Cuba’s Pedagogy Association.

3:00 pm. 
Visit to ¨Museo de la Alfabetización with a presentation on the 1961 literacy campaign that mobilized 

100s of Cuban young people to wipe out illiteracy among Cuba’s rural and urban poor.  Tour of “Ciudad Libertad”, the former Camp Columbia converted after the Revolution to a “school city” of more than a dozen schools from daycare through high school, several special education schools, and a leading Teacher Training Institute. 

Evening. Free.  Your Guide will let you know if there are special events going on that might be of interest to you. 

August 10
Tuesday

7-8 am.
 Breakfast at the hotel. 

9:00 am. 
Visit to the Museum of the Cuban Revolution

11:00 am. Walking tour of Old Havana.  Visit to a summer youth program of the Office of the Historian of the 

City which dedicates time and funds to serving the community as well as to restoring the old colonial structures.

12:30 pm. Lunch in Old Havana at El Mecurio or another restaurant.   

3:00 pm.

Visit to the Women’s Federation of Cuba for an opportunity to talk about the impact of universal education 

and daycare on Cuba’s women; the role of the Federation in mobilizing and involving parents in the schools.  Discussion of other Cuban institutions working to bring parents into involvement with the schools.  

Evening. Free.  Your Guide will let you know if there are special events going on that might be of interest to you. 

August 11
Wednesday

7-8 am.

Breakfast at the hotel.  

9:00 am.

Specialist presentation:  Primary and Secondary Education in Cuba.  Structure of education; curriculum planning, 

development and implementation.

11:00 am. Depart for Pinar del Rio.  Visit to Las Terrazas, a community that has dedicated itself to art and to preserving the environment.  

1:30 pm.

Lunch in Las Terrazas.

3:00 pm. 
Visit educational facilities in the town.

5:00 pm. 
Drive to Las Jazmines resort.  Check in.  Time for a swim, followed by dinner.
August 12
Thursday

7-8 am.
Breakfast at the hotel

12:00 pm. Depart for Pinar del Rio City.  Lunch.  

2:00 pm. 
Visit to the University of Pinar del Rio.  Tour of the campus.  Meeting with University faculty and administrators for opportunity to discuss higher education in Cuba.

5:00 pm.

Return to Havana.  

August 13
Friday

7-8 am.
Breakfast at the hotel.
9:30 am. Specialist presentation:  Special Education in Cuba, kinds of programs both for those with limited abilities and for 

gifted students; community outreach and involvement; role of the social worker.  

11:00 am. Visit to a special education facility in Punta Brava and meet with director and lead teacher.

1:30 pm.

Lunch at El Palenque restaurant.

3:30 pm.

Presentation of the “Yo Si Puedo” literacy program developed in Cuba and currently used in a 

number of Latin American countries.

Evening. 
Dinner and show at Tropicana Nightclub.  

August 14
Saturday

7-8 am.
Breakfast at the hotel.

9:30 am. 
Visit to the Salvador Allende School of Pedagogy.  Presentation on the school’s programs.  Open 
exchange with faculty and administrators.  
1:00 pm.

Remainder of the day free.  

7:30 pm. 
Farewell dinner at ¨El Templete¨ restaurant, with senior specialists and directors of the Ministry of Education. 

August 15
Sunday
7-8 am.
Breakfast at the hotel.

11:00 am. Check out and transfer to airport.

3:00 pm. Depart for Miami, arriving at 4:00 pm.
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359 Main Street, Unit 2A, Easthampton, MA
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